
Literally "Saved My Life" 
Dear Commissioner Spinnato, 

On the night of January 9, 1985, my apartment, 
located at 14-18 150th St., Whitestone, caught 
fire. Asleep without my hearing aid, I did not 
awake when a neighbor attempted to let me know 
of the danger. 

Members of Ladder Co. 144 came to my 
assistance and literally "saved my life." I was 
pulled from the building through a window by 
Firefighter Borelli. I also want to express my 
thanks to Firefighters Boyle, Corcoran, De Vito, 
and Captain Sassone. 

Without the brave efforts of these brave men, 
one and all, I would not have done so well. Please 
express, to each of them, my sincere thanks. 

Sincerely yours, 
Robert E. O'Connor 
14-18 150th St. 
Whitestone, N.Y. I 1357

Operation Was A Marvel 

Dear Commissioner Spinnato, 
On March 8, 1985, your Department was sum­

moned to this building to tend to a fire in an 
apartment on the top floor. The response time 
was less than two minutes, and within five minutes 
your men were deployed at the door of the apart­
ment and on the roof. 

Your men went about their work in a thoroughly 
competent and professional manner. From 
breaking through a steel fire resistant door, 10 
rescuing and resuscitating the occupant, to the 
critique which was performed on the spot, the 
operation was a marvel. 

As a member of the Board of Directors, I am 
often called to emergency situations. And, as this 
is a 572 family co-op, your Department is often 
called to our premises. Each time their response 
is rapid, professional, and courteous. 

Please feel free to distribute this letter in a 
manner which will bestow the most praise on 
your fine men and their work. 

Sincerely, 
Kenneth L. Mordaunt, Pres. 
Willoughby Walk Cq-op Apts. 
185 Hall St. 
Bklyn., N.Y. 11205 

(Ed. Note: Units operating at this alarm were 
Engine Co. 210 and Ladder Co. 102.) 

Worthwhile Work 

Dear Commissioner Spinnato, 
Just a note to compliment some of the men of 

your Department. 
The group, known as the "New York Fire 

Department V ikings," and whose president is Lt. 
Ralph Lund, recently paid their third annual visit 
to our Home. They bring refreshments and enter­
tain, much to the enjoyment of our residents. 

You can be very proud of this group of men 
who are not only dedicated to their jobs, but who 
also find time to do this worthwhile type of work. 

Very truly yours, 
Harry V. Hedin, Admin. 
Swedish Home for Aged, Inc. 
20 Bristol Ave. 
Staten Island, N. Y. I 030 I 

Thanks For Saving My Life 
Dear Members of Engine Co. 65, 

As you might remember, you had to rush me 
to Roosevelt Hospital for emergency surgery due 
to a bullet wound in my neck. If memory serves, 
the last thing I remember while waiting by the 
OR was, "Let us know how you are. We're from 
Engine 65 on West 43rd Street." (Ed. Note: 
Members responding to this emergency were 
Armando Reno, Bernard Colvin, Robert Begley, 
Hiram Rosas, and Vincent Williams.) 

I want to thank you for your kindness and 
prompt emergency service. I am doing very well 
physically. Mentally I'm still a little scared. As 
soon as I get brave enough, I plan on coming to 
see you and thank you in person, and maybe this 
time I can ride up front in the fire truck. The 
doctor is ready to remove the bullet, which is 
lodged in the back of my neck. If I didn't have 
to give it to the detectives, I'd put it on a chain 
and wear it around my neck. 

Again, many thanks for saving my life. 

Sincerely, 
Linda Crape 
244 Madison Ave. 
N.Y., N.Y. 10016 

Enthusiastically Applauded 
Dear Commissioner Spinnato, 

On February 20th, there was a fire in the building 
adjoining our business at 302 Fifth Avenue. 

Although the building was practically gutted 
and the adjacent building received extensive 
damage, the building we occupy was left 
untouched. 

Therefore, I wish to thank all the members of 
the 3rd Division, especially Ladder Co. 24, for 
the professional, skillful, and caring way in which 
they did their jobs. 

If this is an example of how the Fire Department 
operates, and I believe that it is, then your entire 
Department should be enthusiastically applauded. 

Very truly yours, 
David J. Yoswein, Pres. 
Alpha Business Mach. Corp. 
300 Fifth Ave. 
N.Y, N.Y 10001

FDNY Exemplifies Brotherhood 
Dear Commissioner Spinnato, 

I would like to express my thanks and gratitude 
for the many kindnesses rendered to me and my 
family by the members of your great Department 
during my wife's hospitalization at the Sloan­
Kettering Institute. Thanks especially to Jim Boyle 
and members of the UFA, and the members of 
the Bellevue HELP Team, Jim Tempro, John Gil­
leeny, Dan DiFranco, Dick Tradio, John Mas­
terson, Louie Kikis, and Joe Chirco. These brother 
firefighters made a very trying situation bearable 
for me and my family. I stayed with these men 
for two weeks and observed their untiring dedi­
cation to their sick and injured hospitalized 
brothers. Being in the fire service for the City of 
Springfield these past 31 years, 1 was awed by 
these fine gentlemen who exemplify the true 

meaning of brotherhood in the fire service. 
I would also like to thank the members of Engine 

Co. 17, Ladder Co. 18, Engine Co. 22, and Ladder 
Co. 13 for their hospitality. 

As a small token of our appreciation, I have 
forwarded a donation to the DiFranco Scholarship 
Fund. Once again, my profound thanks to these 
super guys of your great Department. 

Respectfully yours, ' 
Norman Downie, Dist. Chief 
Springfield Fire Dept. 
65 Bessemer St. 
Springfield, Mass. 01104 

Heroic Efforts Saves Lives 
Dear Commissioner Spinnato, 

We wish to commend in the highest terms the 
operating personnel who responded to a fire in 
our dwelling unit housing our sexton's family, at 
602 Greenwood Ave., in the early morning hours 
on February 21 , 1985. 

It is our belief, after viewing the fire scene and 
speaking with the sexton's family, that had it not 
been for the heroic efforts extended by your 
members, loss of life would have occurred. Two 
members of the sexton's family were removed 
via portable ladder from the second floor bedrooms 
in an unconscious state, and hospitalized for two 
days suffering the effects of smoke inhalation. 

We especially commend to you our next door 
neighbors, Engine Co. 240 and the Chief of the 
48th Battalion who responded via verbal alarm. 
(Ed. Note: Other responding units were Ladder 
Co. 122 and Engine Co. 281 .)Their actions were 
in the highest traditions of the New York City 
Fire Department. 

Please extend to all members our personal 
gratitude and our admiration for a job well done. 

Sincerely, 
Richard W. Gutekunst, Treas. 
Church of the Holy Apostles 
612 Greenwood Ave. 
Bklyn., N.Y. 11218 

Sincere Thanks 
Dear Commissioner Spinnato, 

I would like to take this opportunity to extend 
my sincere thanks and appreciation to Firefighter 
Kenneth Scott of the FDNY Haz-Mat Unit # I. 

On February 28, I 985, the Elmont Fire 
Department responded to an overturned auto on 
the Southern State Parkway at Elmont Rd., 
Elmont, N. Y Prior to the arrival of our Rescue 
Unit, Firefighter Kenneth Scott, who was passing 
the scene in his auto, stopped, assisted and sta­
bilized the victim, who was trapped in the vehicle. 
The accident was of such severity, that the Hurst 
Tool had to be utilized in order to free the victim. 

As a result of quick actions of Firefighter Scott, 
as well as the members of Elmont's Rescue Unit, 
the victim wilt not suffer permanent injury. 

Thanking you for your continued support, 
remain, 

Very truly yours, 
Chief Joseph Saudo 
Elmont Fire Dept. 
1485 Hancock St. 
Elmont, N. Y 11003 
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minski (L.169) selling his golf clubs and looking for sympathy 
from the brothers .... L.148 & E.282 want to congratulate their 
ski team for a great effort. Better luck next year .... Hey! Fr. 
"Opie" Cullen, did you really pay money for that haircut? ... Good 
luck to Fr. John "Mr. Moose" Charest on his retirement. He 
will be missed .... Gavitt, Calcagno, & Delgrosso (E.253): Be-
ware of "E. Man" Ellis . ... Fr. McKenna & Fr. Care Iii (E. 253,) 
taking a trip to the altar .... Fr. Greg "Bugsy" Warnock (L.114) 
will write 100 times, "I will not cut the liner of my coat." (Or 
was it the coat?) ... Hey! Eddie Harkins (E.318), is there any 
coffee in the back of your new Blazer or the new 'Z'? ... Happy 
birthday to Henry "Henry Parnell" Jankowsky (E.246) on his 
3rd annual 50th birthday .... E.243 & L. 168 had a great 1st grade/ 
20 year party, complete with cherries & whipped cream .... Rumor 
has it that E.247 will be building an annex "247 South " during 
reconstruction. The# I question in E.247 is when are we having 
the company racket? ... Fr. Jim "Greg Louganis" Bollaert 
(L.169) scored a 9 .5 on his recent dive into the bay .... Lt. Koorse 
(L.166) is still looking for a few good men with tools .... Congrats 
to Fr. Bob Mecocci (E.253) on a job well done on company 
party .... Where was Cosmo "VCR" Romeo (E.243) when we 
needed him at the company stag? ... A source close to the top 
says Fr. Jimmy Podlucky will write highest mark for E.253 on 
upcoming Lieuts'. test .... John Byrnes (L.166) says Knapp St. 
is going to the dogs .... E. 318 & L. 166 wants to know if anybody 
has seen Joe "Aldo" Selliti? ... Bob "Gumba" Reres (L.166) 
misses mommy & daddy .... Tally-Ho! 

13th Division 
by John Viola-E.270 

W
elcome aboard to Fr. Woop (L.151 ), Fr. Esposito and
Schillinger (E.305), Fr. Peter "I'm 3rd Grade" Cam­

pione (E.305), and the "Wood Brothers", Fr. Hickson (L.151) 
and Maurer (E.305) .... Would you believe Prob. fr. Pasquale 
"Abba Dabba Maier" Abatangelo (L. 151) can carry on six 
conversations at one time? ... Why does Fr. Dean (L. 151) have 
two photos of Capt. LaClair (L. 151) hanging in his locker? ... Fr. 
Thomas "I'm Buying" Doyle (L.151) is the permanent U .F.A. 
Delegate .... Members of "The Big House" (E.264, E.328, L.134) 
would like to thank all the members who made a difficult time 
for Dorothy Coyle a little easier when Brother Coyle passed 
away on Feb. 23, I 985. Particular thanks to Queens Trustee John 
Ferrin and Retired Lieut. Don Canham, and son Kevin (E.217) 
for all their time and effort .... Nice job by Dave "Last In Alley" 
Lipsky (E.303) on the intercom .... Baby girl for Joe Doran 
(E.303) .... Day of Infamy II: Fr. Pool's transfer across the floor 
to L. 126 .... Sending a hi to Lieut. Bobby "Don't Call Me 
Bobby" Koebler (E.285) on his retirement. ... Good luck to 
Bernie Howard (L.142) to Lieut., Capt. "Palm Tree" Lee to 
Fire Salvage, and to George "Rear Admiral" Turnbull (E.285) 
on his new boat. ... Congrats to Bill "Hawkeye" Pickett (L.142) 
on a recent Class B, and to Al Saponieri (L. 142) on the birth 
of his son .... Welcome back to Lieut. Al Fearon .... Get well 
soon to Bob "Swan Dive" Bittner (E.285) .... Danny Zecchini 
(L. 142) mending after a broken ankle .... My how time flies in 
E.270! Has Fr. McGuire (E.270) found a home for himself and
the dog yet? ls Fr. Servidio (E.270) really working for L.142?
Is Lieut. "They're Watching You" McCarthy (E.270) really
taking golf lessons? ... Welcome to our two new Probies Giammora
and Moore to E.294 .... Congratulations on turning 3rd Grade, 
Fr. "Matt Houston" Kennedy (E.3 I 7), Fr. Tom "The Lover" 
Valentine (E. 3 I 7), Fr. Vinny "The Count" Hefferen (L. 165), 
and Fr. "Handyman" Pfeifer (L.165) .... Fr. George "Big Game 
Hunter" Gebhart (E. 3 I 7) downed two bucks on a recent Sa-
fari .... Welcome back Capt. "Bobby" Broderick 
(L. 137) .... Congrats to John Harty (L. 137) to I st Grade, and 
20 years Billy Alberyo (L.137), Richie Sullivan (L.137), John 
McNamara (E.26 8), and Jerry F itzpatrick 
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(E.268) .... Retirements: John Scally (L. 137), George Dahir 
(L.137), Capt. Hanly (L.137), Woody Wickers (L.137). Tim 
O'Brien (E.268), and Tom "O.T." Burns (L.137) .... Until next 
time Stay Well. 

14th Division 
by Roger "Yummy" Huml-L.144 

R
eward: $ I .50. Lost, one pair of legendary shoes. size 4 
EEE. Worn regularly at Co. dances, beach parties. clam 

digging, steer wrestling, annual inspections and handball (Ha­
ha). Contact Lt. Bill "W.T.W." Felten (L.144) or your nearest 
Buster Brown Show Store .... Tom "WW 2" Colvin (L.144) 
would like to thank Lt. Kerwin & Lt. Gleason (E.39 & L.16) 
for favors that are unreturnable. Tom's daughter, Laura, would 
like to thank all the firefighters & officers for their prayers & 
love when it was needed most. ... Dick Hogan's (45thBn.) favorite 
words are "Eagle Scout" .... Bon Voyage to "Gaylord" Hallorah 
(E.262) who is peddling his way through France .... Bob Alexander 
(45thBn.) won the "Prince Charles Look-Alike Contest•· .... Lt. 
"Obie" Obermeyer seen copying answers at Fire Tech from 
B.A . Wieber .... Rumor has it that "Stevie Wonder" Urso (E.262) 
has cut down to IO meals a day .... Welcome Aboard: Capt. Ken­
drick & Lt. Acerno (L.136), Westhall (L.144), Ruocco (L.144). 
Consalvo & Weiss (E.295), and Capt. Sinnott (E.260) .... Now 
that Bob Fitzgerald (L.144) & Danny Masone (E.295) have 
retired. Look for the price of paint jobs and lobsters to go sky-
high .... E. 289 & L. 138 are the Basketball Champs of 
N.Y.C. ... Welcome back to Lt. McMahon from the Post Of-
fice .... Is Kevin Smith really going to do laundry'l ... What 
Chief in the 45thBn. is running his aide crazy with Ping Pong? 
B.C. Delfyette and Conley say that they can beat him .... -Did 
Byrne (L.115) really think he was Dick Tracy when he went to 
the F.M.? ... L.136 & E.287 bid a fond farewell to B.C. Mc-
Goldrick .... Why does Bobby Wallace (L.136) take the 'A' 
train? ... "The Bolt" Boltja (L. 136) was never mentioned in 
WNYF. ... Does Vic "Marfan" Werny (L.130) really look like 
Abe Lincoln? ... Why is "Roof Man" Keller (L. I 30) always 
in the basement? ... Lt. White (E.297) won the Cabbage Patch 
Kid Look-Alike Contest. ... Why did Dave "Oscar Madison" 
Lynott (E.260) get a Y.O. for his locker? ... Ronnie "Grp. 19" 
Steinbaum never makes mutuals .... ls Joe "Give Me The Nozzle" 
Santagata (E. 260) really going to tie the knot? ... Is Capt. Cor­
nelius "Shake & Bake" McDade (E.295) going into the type­
writer table business? ... Dan "La La" Sheridan (L. 144) says 
when he was a kid he was so poor, that when he threw his dog 
a bone, the dog signaled for a fair catch .... Until that time. Sleep 
Warm! 

15th Division 
by Ira "Raven" Trow-L.103 

W
elcome once again fellow firefighters to another issue of
happenings in the 15th Div. To start off, E.290/L l 03 wish 

all the best to Fr. Joe "Mr. Hyde" Ferguson (L. I 03) on his 
promotion to Lt. ... Welcome back Lt. Dunphy (L. 103) and Capt. 
Boyce (L.103) from extended M.L. ... Tip of the helmet to Fr. 
Steve "The Bone" Luisi (E.290) and Fr. Dom "I Love Ira" 
Gomez (E.290) on the new weight room .... Congrats to Lt. 
Sergio Giovina (E.222) on his promotion to Capt. ... E.222 wishes 
good luck to Fr. Fred School and Fr. Artie Henderson on their 
transfer to L.175, and welcomes Lt. John Kostynick to the 
company .... Members of L. 175 are starting their own boxing 
team .... Capt. McNulty (L.175) wants all members to stop taking 
baths in the kitchen (that means you Fr. Mieson, Munday, Wicks, 
Graham, Murtha, Lt. Gerrish, and former member Capt. 
Stack) .... Who was that dog Fr. Giannelli (L.175) was seen 
with in the N. Y. Post? ... ls it true that Fr. Bill "King of the 
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