
Mutually Beneficial Dialogue 

Dear Commissioner Bruno: 

On the 11th of February, the FDNY Fire 
Training Academy hosted personnel of this 
command in briefings, equipment demonstra­
tions, and the practical application of your fire/ 
rescue equipment. 

The knowledge gained as a result of this 
visit-in regards to mechanical forcible entry 
techniques, equipment, and their tactical 
applications-should prove a valuable addition 
to the capabilities we possess at this time. 

The professionalism and dedication displayed 
by the entire academy-and in particular our 
escort officer, Lt. John T. Vigiano [now cap­
tain]-reflect highly on the Fire Training Acad­
emy, yourself, and the New York City Fire 
Department. 

We look forward to continuing a mutually 
beneficial dialogue in the future and hope we can 
someday be of assistance to you. Again, many 
thanks for your outstanding support. 

J.M. Myatt 
U.S. Marine Corps 
11th Marine Amphibious Force
Camp Lejeune, N.C.

Destruction Stopped 

To whom it may concern: 

Concerning the fire in the 646 Rutland Rd. 
apartment building on June 16, 1 would like to 
express my feelings of gratitude and appreciation 
to the firemen of Ladder Co. 113 and Engine Co. 
294 (who were the first to arrive on the scene) 
and Ladder 123 and Engine 234 (who were the 
second to arrive). 

The efficiency of these men prevented what 
could have been a disaster. They stopped the 
destruction of the building and saved the lives of 
many. 

Please thank these men for me. 

God bless, 
Marlene M. McCrimon 
646 Rutland Rd. 
Brooklyn 

Knowledge Shared 

Dear Chief Butler: 

A member of your department, Philip H. 
McArdle, recently conducted a two-week course 
on ··Hazardous Materials Tactics and Considera­
tions" at the Springfield Fire Department Train­
ing Center. I speak for all the fire chiefs in 
Western Massachusetts whose members attended 
the course when I say thank you. 

Philip McArdle is a fine instructor and an 
excellent example of the expertise and knowl­
edge of the New York City Fire Department. 

The willingness of your department to send 
members to assist us in our training is greatly 
appreciated. The techniques and training 
received by our department members may some­
day be used to avert a disaster. 

Sincerely, 
Raymond M. Sullivan, Chief 
Springfield (Mass.) 

Fire Department 

Exceptional Assistance 

Dear Commissioner Bruno: 

On January 21, we experienced a serious 
marine accident that ultimately sank one of our 
barges. During the emergency operation, a 
number of firefighters assigned to Marine Co. 6 
were especially helpful in assisting us in saving 
another barge which was very badly damaged, 
below the water line, during the collision. 

They not only pumped water from the dam­
aged barge but also escorted the barge and 
tugboat to Fresh Kills in Staten Island, in the 
event that additional pumping would be neces­
sary during travel. 

I believe that the following Fire Department 
personnel should be commended for their excep­
tional assistance during this very difficult situa­
tion: Lt. Michael Chanenchuk, Mar. Eng. John 
Campbell, Wiper Daniel Healy, Fr. Pasquale 
Maiellaro, Pilot Angelo Nunez, Mar. Eng. 
Joseph Cariello, and Fr. Anthony Jackson. 

Each and every one, without exception, is 
certainly a credit to the Fire Department. You 
must be very proud to have personnel of this 
caliber under your command. 

Sincerely, 
Brendan Sexton 
Commissioner 
New York City 

Sanitation Department 

Most Grateful 

Dear Commissioner Bruno: 

My father, Anthony O'Neill, a retired fire­
man, died February 21 at the age of IOI years. He 
was always proud of being a fireman and he was 
a dedicated one. 

He had a fine escort for his funeral, a lieutenant 
and three firemen, who acted as pallbearers as 
well. I have learned this service is provided by 
your office, and we are most grateful. 

The men were of the 5th Division and indeed a 
credit to themselves and the Fire Department. 
Please convey our thanks and appreciation to 
them, and to Lt. Patrick McAndrews of the 
Personnel Bureau for the courtesy and help he 
was to all of us. 

Sincerely yours , 
Margaret M. Dolan 
425 Riverside Dr. 
Manhattan 

.Support System 

Dear Chief Butler: 

Last week I had the pleasure of meeting Lt. 
Jim Curran of your Training Division and the 
New York Firefighters Bum Center Foundation. 
I had been put in touch with him while looking 
for support systems for one of our members, 
who was badly burned on the face on January 15. 

While our member was progressing in long­
term treatment, he was becoming severely 
depressed. Lt. Curran listened to my story and 
then set up a meeting at the Bum Center at New 
York Hospital-Cornell Medical Center with Dr. 
Michael Madden and two of your off-duty 
members, Capt. John Tobin and Fire Marshal 

John Masterson, who are also recovering bum 
victims. A civilian, Katie Marley, who has 
extensive bums like our member has, was also 
present. 

After our firefighter underwent a reassuring 
exam by Dr. Madden, Lt. Curran got us all 
together in one room, where the burn victims 
shared their strength, hope, and fears. Our 
member, Fr. Edward P., started to realize that he 
is not alone; the others feel just like he does, are 
there for support, and will stay in touch with 
him. 

Going home in the car that night, he kept 
talking about the similarities in the feelings tbey 
all shared. Ed is going to make it , thanks to the 
people who were there and to Lt. Curran, who 
made it all happen. 

ft goes without saying that you are proud of 
your department. 1 just want to give you one 
more reason and to thank you on behalf of the 
Yonkers Fire Department. 

Yours truly, 
Lt. Peter Mitchell 
Employee Assistance Unit 
Yonkers (N.Y.) 

Fire Department 

Concern and Efficiency 

Dear Commissioner Bruno: 

I would like to take this opportunity to thank 
B.C. Joseph Carber and Battalion 21 for their
quick response to an emergency at the Richmond
Occupational Training Center in February. 

The Richmond Occupational Training Center 
is a school for young adults with handicapping 
conditions. As we were vacating the building, 
the first fire equipment arrived. The firefighters 
quickly discovered that a faulty light fixture was 
causing the problem, and the students were able 
to resume classes. 

We are grateful that we have firemen who 
demonstrate such concern, efficiency, and pro­
fessionalism. 

Sincerely, 
Alma R. Prosperi 
Principal 
Richmond Occupational 

Training Center 
The Richard H. Hungerford 

School 
155 Tompkins Ave. 
Staten Island 

Safety in the Arts 

Dear Commissioner Bruno: 

I would like to sincerely thank you for Chief 
Joseph Venditto's informative and interesting 
lecture on fire hazards and safety. The members 
of NABET (the National Association of Broad­
cast Employees and Technicians) were all very 
appreciative of the important material presented. 

Chief Venditto 's presentations certainly serve 
to enhance our training program addressing 
occupational hazards in the performing arts. 

Sincerely, 
Miriam C. Daum 
Project Supervisor 
Center for Safety in the Arts 
5 Beekman St. 
Manhattan 
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