
Members of 7th Division units remove a badly burned civilian from The Cove, the social club at 1952 Jerome Ave. in the Bronx where 
seven patrons died and 21 were injured. The fifth alarm occurred at box 2935 on August 21. Photo by Steve Spak 
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F
ire Prevention Week 
1988 kicked off in 

Rockefeller Center on 
October 11 with a massive 
display of FD NY's capabili­
ties and strengths. A 
grateful public was given 
an upfront and personal 
view of a host of FDNY 
units-engine and ladder 
companies, Rescue, Haz 
Mat, Decontamination 
Unit, Field Comm, Bureau 

JOSEPH F. BRUNO of Fire Investigation, 
Fire Commissioner Bureau of Fire Prevention, 

and others. 
Firefighters scaled the edifice of Rockefeller Center 

while the green-and-yellow-clad men of Haz Mat 
displayed their skills. Our new FDNY Decontamina­
tion Unit, ready to roll at last, was open to the public. 
Vehicle extrications, BFI techniques, Fire Prevention 
procedures and units were displayed, and an award 
was presented to Nicole Gargiulo, our Fire Prevention 
Week 1988 School Poster Contest winner. Her 
poster-now displayed in many of our New York City 
firehouses, in stores and businesses all over the city, 
and on the back of this issue of WNYF -speaks a 
simple message: Fire prevention and fire safety educa­
tion-about smoke detectors, especially-will save 

more lives than fire suppression could ever hope to. 
As fires decline, fire prevention and fire safety 

education must meet the needs of the public and move 
to the forefront of this Department-as they have in 
many other fire departments, in this country and in 
the world. In the FDNY today, fire suppression 
dominates our resource allocation. By contrast, in 
Tokyo, which has a larger firefighting force, the fire 
department devotes more than half of its staff to fire 
safety education and fire prevention duties. 

Fire Prevention Week '88 also focused on other 
important groups that can aid in spreading FDNY's 
prevention and education message of the '90s. An 
Educator's Workshop held at Citicorp Center for New 
York City teachers, principals, and guidance coun­
selors; a post office drill; and an award ceremony for 
civilians who have aided firefighters, capped off the 
week's activities. 

As Fire Prevention Week concluded on October 14, 
additional programs began. At Citicorp Center on 
October 21, FDNY hosted a High-Rise Fire Safety 
Seminar for high-rise building owners, managers, fire 
safety directors, architects, and tenants. 

FDNY the teacher will continue to emerge as we 
enter the 1990s. This is a role which-though foreign 
to us in the firestorm years of the late '60s and the 
'70s-will continue to grow in prominence. New 
Yorkers and the rest of the country and the world 
listen when FDNY talks! 
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, Fire Prevention Week

October 11 kickoff ceremonies at Rockefeller Center began as Mayor 
Edward I. Koch presented Fire Commissioner Joseph F. Bruno with the 
document proclaiming Fire Prevention Week 1988 (above); Michael 
McCambridge, senior vice president of the Rockefeller Center Manage­
ment Corp., and New York City Comptroller Harrison Goldin looked on. 
FDNY's versatility was on display. Firefighters (counterclockwise from 
above left) rappelled from the RCA Building, spoke with passersby, 
raised the \\inch and A-frame attachment at the rear of Rescue Co. l's 
rig, and displayed the Fire Department's new Hazardous Materials 
Decontamination Unit. Photo by Vic Nicastro
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