
You might have noticed the recent headlines in local and
national newspapers about a $25 million appropriation
the Department received from the Federal government

for medical monitoring of members, both active and retired. This
grant, which accounts for more than one quarter of the $90 mil-
lion in post-9/11 health monitoring funding recently awarded to
New York City, is just one of many that the Department has
secured recently in its ongoing effort to ensure that our members
always get the best--whether it’s medical monitoring, training or
equipment.  

Let me tell you about some of the
grants and other funding the Fire
Department recently has received and
how that money will be (or already
has been) spent.

Along with the health monitoring
grant--which was obtained thanks to
the help and support of Senator
Hillary Rodham Clinton--the Depart-
ment has secured other Federal fund-
ing, which has proved equally essen-
tial to our recovery and preparedness
efforts.

Since 9/11, the Department of
Justice has allocated more than $10
million to the Fire Department. Some
of this money has helped replace
apparatus that had to be decommis-
sioned after service at the World Trade
Center. The remainder (more than $7
million) has funded the ongoing train-
ing of more than 600 Firefighters and
Officers to become members of Spe-
cial Operations Command Ladder
Support Companies. The Department
of Justice also has been instrumental
in helping craft the curriculum for our
Terrorism Awareness training pro-
gram, given to each Probationary Firefighter in training at the
Academy.

Thanks to recently approved Homeland Security grants, the
Department expects to receive another $9.5 million for terrorism
preparedness training and $3 million for collapse, personal pro-
tective and other specialized equipment. That $12.5 million allo-
cation represents more than 40 percent of the total amount of
Homeland Security funding appropriated to First Responders in
New York City, to date. Homeland Security funding is an ongo-
ing process, which began just this year, and we expect to receive
more such funding in the future.

Another Federal appropriation--the Port Security Grant from
the Federal Transportation Security Administration--has enabled
us to provide specialized Haz-Mat training and equipment for our
Marine Division.

Locally elected officials also have been instrumental in

securing important funding for the Fire Department. Council-
woman Madeline Provenzano helped set aside more than
$400,000 for housewatch renovations and a Command Post vehi-
cle in New York City’s 2004 budget. Staten Island Borough Pres-
ident James P. Molinaro helped secure an additional $450,000 for
all-terrain rescue vehicles and a Staten Island-based rapid
response boat and dock, all of which will help us expand our res-
cue capabilities for any incident, large or small.

Along with our local and Federal governments, private indi-
viduals and organizations have helped contribute to our budget

for training and equipment. Since
9/11, the FDNY Fire Safety Educa-
tion Fund has collected millions of
dollars in donations from the private
sector. In turn, the Fund has allocated
more than $1.3 million in funding for
essential rescue, communications
and other preparedness equipment.
Included in this list of new equip-
ment are 45 POST radios and 45
cross-band repeaters, nearly 400
dosimeters and chargers, Panasonic
Toughbooks and marine navigating
software. Additionally, these funds
will equip two mobile Command
Posts with video capabilities, sponsor
tabletop exercises for terrorism train-
ing and underwrite the second year of
the FDNY Fire Officer’s Manage-
ment Institute.

The task of training and equip-
ping our Fire Department for the
challenges of today is, by no means,
easy.  But thanks to the steadfast sup-
port of those in both the public and
private sectors and the hard work of
those who have transformed fund-
raising opportunities into tangible

results, we have been able to begin training and equipping the
members of our Department to answer any call and handle any
emergency.

Our fund-raising achievements so far have been impressive,
but they are far from complete. We will continue securing even
more funding for preparedness training and equipment in the
future, because the Fire Department’s membership--and the City
it serves--deserve no less.  
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