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1st Division
by FF Rocky Raimondi, E-15

E-15/L-18/Bn-4: L-18’s Mike
Capasso had a heart attack, but is
doing better because he is still
smoking...E-15’s Johnny Man-
ning and partner, Dutch, are con-
templating retirement, but Dutch
is tired of doing the late one...
Crazy coffee-drinking Jimmy “okey dokey” Trainor
is a proud father to be...Welcome, Lieutenant Arney
Galves E-15, a fun, interesting fellow who rides a
chopper-style Schwinn to work...“Angry” Mike
Strype L-18 has come out again lately because some-
one moved his locker to the bunk room...Captain
Gerard Siani E-15 never had it so good, with all-
stars, such as E-15’s Mike “caaaamaaaan Mike!”
Greico and Steve Murdock Madurski, a BI special-
ist...Captain August Orlando L-18 can only look on
with envy, but has entertainment, such as Harry
Houdini Antonopolous and “JJ I’m going to
Squad” Johnson, to keep him smiling from L-18...
Gary “gaadee” Bulger Bn-4 is eager to see the NY
Rangers destroy the NJ Devils and end Brodeur’s ca-
reer for good...May God bless all the families of all
those who lost their heroes on 9/11/2001. May we
never forget...E-3/L-12/Bn-7: Greetings from The
Pride of Chelsea...Congratulations to FF Dante
Mazzetti and his wife, Jessica, on the birth of their
baby girl, Tea...FF Michael Reilly has ridden off into
the sunset. Enjoy a well-earned retirement...Congrats
go out to FFs Brian Walters and Willie Rivera on
their promotions...If you haven’t heard, FF Richard
“Rock” Roccabruna’s fantasy football draft was
graded A by Yahoo. Too bad that doesn’t mean any-
thing...E-55: A 2013 farewell from 55. Writing this in
September, so much still has yet to come, but 2013 al-
ready has been full!...We retired a Captain (congrats
again to Captain Rich Saunter on 30 years), as well
as FF Paul Iannizzotto, who was heroic, both in
front of a podium and behind it throughout his career
...55’s league of scholars has seen FF Steve Gough
finish both Chauffeur School and be promoted to
Lieutenant. Best of luck to you. Your singing, movie
lines and speed dial of Danico’s will be missed...FF
Chris Geraghty waits his turn in the Lieutenants on-
deck circle...For those who’ve gone, some have come.
New additions, FFs Medina and Yoon, have shown
to be quick learners. For example, what to do at the
company picnic. Of which, we’ll have a better show-
ing next year..maybe...The 55 pillow fight league has
spots open for all interested. Current leaders, FFs
Kwai “cranky” Chan and Pete “available” Yaver-
baum, currently are tied and silly...That’s it for now.
Here’s to 2014. ‘Til then, we’ll see you all at Whole
Foods!

3rd Division
by FFs Henry Gullotti (pic-
tured), E-8, and Dan Walsh,
E-35

Greetings from the Brothers at
51st Street, more notably known
as The Midtown High-Rise, but
these days, some of the guys like
the sound of Ellis Island better...
Let’s start off with some good news from that ever-
busy stork. Congrats go out to Lieutenant “hand-
some” Tony Pasquin as he welcomed “handsome”
Anthony Pasquin, Jr., 6 lbs., 14 oz. Reportedly, he’s
already posing in front of the mirror, just like his dear

old dad. A chip off the old block...Double congrats go
out to Mikey “likey” Columbia; first, on the birth of
his daughter, Chloe. Everyone is doing fine. Second,
Mikey is doing a six-month stint with the Marine Di-
vision. Good luck, Mike...See you soon goes out to
Ricky “the not so sharp razor” Velazquez as he
takes his Navy experience to the Rock to work in the
Fitness Unit and motivate the new class of Probies.
Go get em, Rick...Atta boy goes out to Chris “eight
hours” Lynch L-2 on getting the Thomas A. Kenny
Memorial Medal. Nice job, kid...Way to step up goes
out to John “Skip” Curatolo and “eight hours”
Lynch as they went out to Arizona to represent the
FDNY and show our respect for their Fallen 19 mem-
bers. A truly sad day when we lose good men. Our
thoughts and prayers go out to all their families...The
guys went out to Lake Placid to play ice hockey and
not only did they represent the FDNY, but they
brought home the gold medal. Amazingly, it was
thanks to Donal “Buck”ley’s game-winning goal that
sealed the deal. Can you believe in miracles!? Wow!
Some say he should have retired years ago. Well,
maybe this is incentive? Buck, go the way of George
Costanza and always go out on a high note. They
should be making a film about this game soon...
Someone tell Mike “I’m not angry” Pergamo to
stick to electrical work because taking out windows is
not his gig...John “teddy bear” Phillips is doing a
bang-up job as a guide man. He doesn’t get distracted
easily...Sean “waffle boy” Deans is putting a new
spin on breakfast. He’s also pretty gullible, ah Jack?
“Diamond” Dave and his locker had no idea what
was going on...Some guys just wanna know, Who’s
Brian? and How long has he been here?...Greg “E
cigs” Markowski, show some respect! This Rocky II
movie is brand new to me...Dave never knew Buck’s
voice could go soo high!...Summer blasted in like a
lion and Dave “Sweat”hart was up to six shirts a
day/tour...Sadly, the 3rd Division lost three senior
men whose time added up to more than 100 years of
experience. The knowledge and leadership we all
have lost can’t be replaced. We are richer men for
knowing you all. Good luck in your future endeavors
in your post-FDNY careers goes out to Tom Gernon
E-16, Bobby Reckerdres E-65 and Kenny Ruane L-
16. You all will surely be missed around the fire-
house...Greetings and salutations from 29th Street...
Overwhelming turnout for Mike Newman benefit at
the Cutting Room in Midtown. A big thank-you to all
members--past, current and City-
wide--who showed why this job
is so great. Mike is getting much
better and appreciates all that has
been done for his family...Pro-
motions in order: Congratula-
tions to Stu “sea gull” Carver
to Captain and Wing “straight
tours” Tsang and Jim “bully”
Welch to Lieutenant...Also, con-
grats to Jim Henkel on his pro-
motion to Pipes Treasurer. Nice
to know we have men in high
places...Congrats to the Mike
Britz family on the birth of their
son, Dylan...Newest Probies in
E-16 are Will “not another
Rockaway guy” Moore and
Brian “cheese grater” Prior...
L-7 welcomes new transfer from
E-69, Joe Detroit Maurus to
29th Street...Former E-16 Cap-
tain James (now Battalion
Chief) Doddy held a farewell
banquet to his troops at

Fraunces Tavern (see photo below). One last wunda-
ful time had by all who attended. In the words of Gen-
eral George Washington spoken in the same room:
“...saying with a heart full of love and gratitude, I
now take leave of you.”...E-65: After a decade of
being semi-retired, Bobby “big Bear” Reckerdres
finally has called it a career after 26+ years. Sadly,
there will be no more chasing Reck around with
cleaning products or listening to him casually answer
Jeopardy questions. Be well, Bobby, and enjoy your
well-earned retirement in the solitary backwoods of
Tennessee. But not to worry. Chris “hillbilly” Tropi-
ano has been tasked with conducting interviews to
find a new “part-time truck driver at a bed & break-
fast.”...The Midtown Mob welcomes UFO Lieutenant
John “Sgt. Uniblab” Keenan, who brings so much
needed energy and chatter to the house!...The Mob
also welcomes new Probies Joe “big Joe” Gorgia
and Joe “lil’ Joe” Bellino. As of press time, “big”
Joe has at least a furlong on “lil’” Joe...Atta boy goes
out to Joe “medium-size Joe?” Hutton for making
the company picnic at Riis Park a success!...Congrat-
ulations to Lou “LuBu” Buquicchio on winning the
popularity contest..er, the election for E-65’s commis-
sar! While the election results nearly required a
Supreme Court decision, LuBu emerged victorious,

All Hands

As General George Washington did 230 years earlier, newly promoted
Battalion Chief James Doddy bids farewell to his troops of Engine
16/Tower Ladder 7 at historic Fraunces Tavern.

Wounded Warrior, Army Sergeant First Class
Cedric King, 82nd Airborne Division, is welcomed
to the FDNY by Battalion Chief (now Deputy
Chief) Nick Corrado, Battalion 8, Deputy Chief
John Esposito, Division 3, and Assistant Chief
John Sudnik, Manhattan Borough Commander.
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