
Factory Fire involving Sodium Cyanide & 

Hydrochloric Acid 

August 14, 1985 

(Capt. Jack Fanning / FF James Oliveri / FF Larry Singletary 

FF John Olewnicki / FF Kevin Smith / FF Dave Murolo   

FF Rick Gimbl / FF Rich Murphy Eng. 288) 

 

Hazardous Materials Company #1 was specially called to Queens Box 

6001 and arrived with the first-alarm units. The unit was met with the 

following conditions: A heavy fire and smoke condition in a 1 story 

factory; (l5x100) with reports from factory personnel of Large 

Quantities of SODIUM CYANIDE and various Acids and other 

highly toxic chemicals. First alarm units were ordered out of and 

away from the fire building. Haz-Mat #1 immediately set up safety_ 

boundaries and prepared for a 10-80 Code "1" Operation with Fully 

Encapsulated suits. Captain Fanning, Firefighters Singletary, Gimbl, 

the entry team, entered the fire building in Eastwind CP-1111 Butyl 

Rubber Suits with carbon dioxide and dry Chemical extinguishers. With 

Heavy Fire in cockloft over members heads and, to their right,  the  

Entry  team conducted a survey of factory floor, extinguishing 

fires around vats of Acid and Drums of Sodium Cyanide: F/F Oliveri 

protected this team as much as possible by directing a hose stream· at 

the main body of fire. After completing the first attack this team 

exited the building to be relieved by the safety Team. The Safety 

Team, Firefighters Oliveri, Murolo, & Singletary suited up and 

entered the building. They continued to extinguish Fire with CO2 and 

Dry Chemical Extinguishers. F/F Smith, the resource man, 

maintained a constant Time Check of members “IN Suit” operating 

time, while coordinating with members of Haz-Mat #1 and department 

Officials at the scene. He also suited up in Level "B" PVC Suit 

to make the final survey. F/F Murphy performed all the necessary 

Logistical Support for the members, changing of SCBA bottles, 

aiding in the donning, and exiting of suits, etc. throughout the 

operation. All these operations were performed on the Hottest day of 

the year (95 F) which had a very debilitating effect on the members 

in the Butyl Rubber suits. This operation followed Two extended 

operations earlier in the day. (Unit operated 10½ hours on this day 

tour). Despite these conditions Haz-Mat #1 succeeded in  

extinguishing the extending fire and in mitigating the hazard in the 

factory by preventing the Sodium Cyanide from mixing with the 



Hydrochloric Acid. They exhibited exceptional teamwork and a high 

degree of technical knowledge and professionalism, bringing the 

operation to a successful conclusion. 
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