Special Apparatus

Air Compressor Unit

by Battalion Chief John A. Calderone

he Department
recently placed a
new Air

Compressor Unit into
service. This new appara-
tus is assigned to the
Special Operations
Command (SOC) and is
quartered at SOC
Headquarters, 750 Main
Street, on Roosevelt
Island.

The new vehicle is a
2005 Ford chassis with an
open-style Reading body.

trench rescues. It also can
be specia-called by the
Incident Commander (1C)
or the Rescue Operations
Battalion Chief.

This is not the first
time the Department
operated truck-mounted
air compressor units. Two
were purchased in 1939,
mounted on International
chassis. Both of these
were destroyed while
operating at the Grace

It is equipped with a
Sullair 250-cfm air com-
pressor, two air hose reels--each of which is equipped with 100
feet of air supply hose--plus additional outlets for air-supplied
tools. It is capable of supplying air-operated tools for extended
periods. Four flexible and two rigid tubes are mounted in overhead
racks extending over the cab roof. The tubes are used with Con
Edison vacuum trucks.

The Air Compressor Unit responds to all incidents requiring
the response of a Collapse Rescue Task Force, 10-60 signals and

Battalion Chief.

Members are urged to read the following WNYF articles:

 “Buried in aBarge,” by Deputy Chief James D. Daly, Jr., in the 3rd/2003
issue.

« “Special Tools Used at Trench Operations,” by Battalion Chief Joseph R.
Downey, in the 1st/2005 issue.

The SOC Air Compressor Unit can be special-called by the | C or the Rescue Operations

Line pier fire in 1947.
These apparatus had been
driven out onto the pier to
supply pavement breakers that were being used to cut through the
concrete pier deck to accessthe fire. Rapid fire spread beneath the
pier deck resulted in destruction of the pier, dropping both rigs
into the river.
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About the Author...

Battalion Chief John A. Calderone has served the
FDNY since 1973. Currently, he is working in
Battalion 22. He holds a degree in Fire
Protection from New York City Community
College and has written extensively on the subject
of fire apparatus. He is a regular contributor to
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Douglas DiGeorgio Ladder 3 Joseph L. Mattiello
William F. Donohue Ladder 26 Anthony J. Mattone
Robert T. Dugan Engine 67 John H. Maurer
Timothy P. Dwyer Engine 326 Thomas J. McEnroe, Jr.
Stephen G. Fisher, Jr. Engine 314 Daniel J. Messina
Robert R. Foley Engine 292 James H. Miller
James J. Fopeano Engine 88 Roger S. Montalvo
Joseph J. Ford, Jr. Ladder 33 Joseph W. Montaperto
Kenneth Francis Ladder 17 Marc Morello

Scott E. Freeze Engine 258 Peter S. Mueller
Christopher J. Gaidis Engine 292 Allen P. Murphy

Al M. Grogan Ladder 30 Christopher F. Murphy
James M. Hicks Engine 7 Patrick S. Murphy
Andrew J. Horan Ladder 23 Thomas S. Napolitano
Vincent F. Hubner Ladder 58 Daniel G. Newman
Daniel M. Kane Engine 165 Charles E. Norkus, Jr.
Dennis P. Keane Ladder 112 Christopher Norris
Patrick Kearney Engine 253 Michael W. O'Byrne
John M. Kelly Ladder 5 John Olsen

Gerard Q. Kriloff Ladder 52 Vincent J. Picciano
Matthew A. Lejman Engine 299 Mark L. Presti
William S. Ligarzewski, J. Ladder 119 Thomas M. Prin, Jr.
Brian M. Madden Ladder 46 Carl M. Punzone

WNYF.
Engine 247 Dante J. Ramirez Engine 313
Ladder 143 Denis R. Reese Engine 251
Engine 211 Michael Rodolico Ladder 125
Ladder 5 James J. Russo Ladder 142
Ladder 59 Scott W. Schrimpe Squad 41
Ladder 29 Edward F. Selling Engine 154
Engine 329 Edward P. Seymour Engine 304
Engine 201 Leonard A. Sisco, Jr. Engine 238
Engine 280 Peter E. Smith Engine 64
Ladder 147 Ronald J. Sparnroft Mask-S
Ladder 6 Francis Sweeny, Jr. Engine 3
Engine 314 Glenard J. Taylor Engine 260
Battalion 14 Jane F. Toohig Engine 304
Ladder 3 Robert V. Trivigno Squad 41
Ladder 84 Dell T. Truax Engine 73
Ladder 5 Joseph Truisi Engine 254
Battalion 9 Robert T. Urgo Engine 218
Engine 214 John T. Walstrom Engine 167
Ladder 30 Mark H. Ward Engine 83
Ladder 121 William G Weinert Ladder 56
Ladder 167 Robert J. Wieber Engine 262
Engine 308 Daniel J. Willett Ladder 31
Ladder 112 Paul B. Wilt, Jr. Engine 320
Ladder 38 Ronald W. Wilton Engine 161
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