
• Command Post radios are ideally suited for operations over large
geographic areas.

• When anticipating the use of NYPD Aviation, the IC should
request this resource early in the operation. Normal response
time for the ARC is 45 minutes between the time the unit is
requested and the time of actual arrival on-scene. 

• Safety concerns should be announced on FDNY handie-talkie
frequencies, preferably every 30 minutes. Later arriving units
should be informed of these safety issues.

• Safety Chiefs should not be assigned as Sector Supervisors or be
given an assignment that would remove them from their primary
focus of Firefighter safety.

• Firefighters should familiarize themselves with brush fire termi-
nology to standardize communications and enhance operations.
Terms--such as head, rear and flank--should be understood by all
members when fighting a brush fire.

• When operating in areas without hydrants, have pre-positioned
lines stretched close to the point of operation to refill apparatus
booster tanks.

• Standard engine apparatus are not designed for off-road opera-
tions. A bogged-down apparatus will become an exposure prob-
lem requiring a commitment of units and manpower to protect it.

• Use brush fire units and ATVs designed for off-road operations.
• Poison ivy, oak and sumac, insect bites, falls, sprains, strains and

eye trauma are just some of the injury hazards to operating forces
at brush fires. Ensure an adequate number of EMS resources are
on-scene throughout the entire incident.

• The most common type of brush fires in New York City are fast-
moving surface fires, burning grass, weeds and leaves on the ground.

Conclusion
More than four hours of arduous firefighting resulted in  sav-

ing many lives and--incredibly--zero civilian injuries! Hundreds
of homes also were saved. Aggressive firefighting strategy and
tactics, combined with strong leadership, resulted in a favorable
outcome. Clearly, the core values of FDNY--service, bravery,
safety, honor, dedication and preparedness--were displayed by all
members at this operation. They are not just words, but the values
that are exhibited every day by FDNY members.

Special thanks to Battalion Chief John A. Calderone,
Battalion 22, and Henry Dingman, Deputy Director for
Dispatching Operations, for providing technical information in
the Advanced Operations and Bureau of Communications sections
of this article.
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Members are urged to review the following WNYF articles:
• “Six-Alarm Brush Fire in Douglaston, Queens,” by Deputy Chief Michael

Giovinazzo, in the 3rd/2000 issue.
• “Helicopter Operations at Brush Fires,” by Battalion Chief Robert J. Glynn,

in the 3rd/2000 issue.
• “Brush Fire Operations,” by Deputy Chief James E. Leonard and Battalion

Chief John A. Calderone, in the 4th/2008 issue. 
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