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Three deuces. (2-2-2).

. Unit personnel put on fire gear and assembled

near apparatus for subsequent response.
Inspection in full-dress uniform with badges.
This included off-going and incoming mem-
bers. If an alarm came in during inspection,
incoming members responded in uniform.
Compensation for members going off duty? A
thank you; maybe!

.R & R the Box means to rewind and reset the

fire alarm Box, which first-due engine compa-
nies usually did after a MFA (malicious false
alarm or 9-2).

. and 6. The Officer used the 1620 key to open

the Box. You then would turn the wind-up key
clockwise until right and pull down the hook.
This set the alarm Box ready for the next
alarm.

Each Probie was issued a small brass spinner
and hose strap, which were carried in the
turnout coat pocket. (The year was 1962.)

. The Pompier ladder was the scaling ladder.

It was introduced by Lieutenant Hoell, St.

Louis FD, in 1877. He brought the idea from
Germany where he had been a Firefighter.

9. Pompier is French for Firefighter.
10. A life net (about 10 feet in diameter when

11.

12.

opened) was a round canvas net folded in
half and carried by ladder companies. Upon
deployment, it was snapped open and sup-
ported by as many Firefighters as possible. It
was obviously a last-resort tool. When | was
a Lieutenant in L-19, the net was deployed
for me. (I was sharing a mask with a trapped
civilian on the sixth floor of an H-type build-
ing. When she saw the net, she asked me

if we were going to jump into the net. | imme-
diately said, “Not a chance!”) Happily, L-44
was able to get us with the bucket.

The 1620 key was issued to Lieutenants
upon promotion. There were two types. The
skeleton type and the classic key shape. The
skeleton type is used to open the fire alarm
Box and the classic key is used to control
elevators in high-rise buildings.

The fire escape hook was used to advance
a hose-line vertically up the outside of a fire

escape. In many instances, it was replaced
by a plastic container with a rope. One
member would go up the fire escape to the
proper floor, drop the rope and the company
would pull the line up to the floor. The hose
strap was used to secure the hose to a fire
escape.

13. $15, which easily would cover a night of en-

tertainment. The reason: Firefighters worked
42 hours per week and the $15 covered the
extra two hours per week. Consequently,
there were big signs all around the firehouse
before a company dance, warning members
not to mention the extra check. Many guys
failed to inform their wives about the check
and deep-sixed the money for Boys’ Night
Out!

14. When FDNY converted to the 25-group

system, on certain dates, only covering
Officers of all ranks worked and we called it
amateur night.

15. Eight groups. &
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Assistant Chief Fire Marshal John E. Keenan Engine 65 Matthew J. Dwyer Ladder 110
John D. Lynn ADMBFI Patrick D. Kelly Engine 165 Dominic Esopa Engine 264
Dennis J. Langrock Engine 82 Joseph E. Faicco Engine 240
Deputy Assistant Chief Joseph J. Malatestinic  Engine 323 Terrence J. Felder Ladder 52
Edward T. Ferrier ADMFP Patrick E. McNiff Ladder 25 Michael G. Geidel Rescue 1
Anthony J. Messina Engine 75 Francis S. Giarrusso Battalion 35
Deputy Chief Hector F. Morisi Engine 151 Brian P. Griffin Battalion 44
James C. Kane Division 14 John C. Reicherter, Jr. Ladder 163 Daniel D. Halvey Engine 44
James A. Russell Engine 258 Peter C. Hannon Engine 95
Battalion Chiefs Peter J. Sollenne Engine 312 William R. Hasseck Rescue 4
Robert E. Albanese ADMSC Steven A. Vano Battalion 31 Thomas W. Ingram Safety Battalion
Robert A. Belovin Battalion 23 Jay Walsh Engine 59 Sean M. Johnson Safety Battalion 1
James L. Bossert Battalion 57 Brian J. Waugh Engine 39 John Joslin Engine 305
Terence M. Cashin Battalion 51 Richard M. Wilde Battalion 48 Stephen B. Katz Rescue Battalion
Gary R. Esposito Battalion 54 Gary J. Lambdin Engine 295
Robert J. Glynn Battalion 43 Fire Marshals Kirk E. Long Rebreather 1
Matthew J. Lonegan Battalion 15 Michael L. Billotto ADMBFI Robert L. Mandia Ladder 84
Jorge E. Palacio Battalion 47 Jonathan E. Burns ADMBFI Peter Mastroserio Engine 299
John P. Spillane Rescue Battalion John M. DePrizio Brooklyn Base Thomas J. Matteo Engine 282
Edwin D. Travers Battalion 57 George S. McCormick Engine 167
Philip Tufano Battalion 4 Marine Engineers Timothy W. McGrath Engine 309
Ralph Corsini Marine 9 Kevin M. Meyer Engine 320
Captains Jorge Maldonado Marine 9 Peter J. Miele Rebreather 1
Derek P. Bennett Engine 161 John A. Sarubbi Marine Division Chris C. Miller Engine 164
Michael Burke (2) Engine 260 Eugene P. Moffatt Engine 320
Stephen P. Carey Division 1 Pilot Keith R. Moran Ladder 166
William J. Grant Engine 168 John E. Cashman Marine 1 Kevin J. Murphy Ladder 18
Michael Kalish Engine 314 Terence J. Nolan Ladder 40
Kevin A. Kefer Ladder 49 Firefighters Kevin O’Neill Engine 207
Don J. Kleint Ladder 53 Paul G. Allen Ladder 61 Robert G. Ostrofsky Engine 311
Richard J. McDade Engine 318 Timothy M. Archacki Engine 286 Lewis Pizzulli, Jr. Engine 152
Matthew T. Murtagh Engine 65 Anthony Auletta Engine 320 Michael T. Potter Ladder 102
Adam H. Schwinn Engine 21 Daniel Baginski Engine 242 James J. Profeta Engine 253
Richard J. Sims Engine 163 Donald R. Barbour Engine 325 Steven G. Radich Mask-F
Lawrence A. Sloan Ladder 130 Alex N. Barone Engine 317 Anthony M. Reinecke  Ladder 26
Nicholas E. Brisotti Ladder 59 Christopher J. Rice Engine 253
Supervising Fire Marshals William K. Burns Ladder 134 Paul C. Sagarbarria Engine 47
Daniel J. Caruso ADMBFI Charles J. Cambron Ladder 152 John E. Scanlon Ladder 161
Richard A. Giampaolo ADMBFI Benjamin P. Capo Engine 50 Mark R. Senno Ladder 50
Richard J. Gleason ADMBFI Darren M. Carey Ladder 32 Michael N. Simon Ladder 41
Eric H. Hansen Brooklyn Base Christopher A. Carney Ladder 117 William H. Smith Ladder 58
Stephen J. O’Keefe Brooklyn Base Robert C. Cherry Ladder 11 David J. Treco Engine 229
Michael D. Chiarulli Engine 280 Louis V. Ursomanno Engine 158
Lieutenants Michael J. Chojnacki Engine 266 Pablo Vargas Ladder 3
James J. Basile Haz-Mat Operations Kevin Cody Engine 26 Kevin C. Verstraten Engine 90
Brian D. Burik Rescue Battalion Michael L. Colgan, Jr.  Ladder 169 Michael Vissichelli Marine Battalion
William G. Cona Engine 266 Frank J. Colorito, Jr. Engine 93 Michael K. Ward Ladder 135
Daniel P. Conniff Engine 255 Michael N. Cook Ladder 41 Charles E. Wilson Ladder 167
James E. Daley Engine 35 Mark Cristino Ladder 149 Michael S. Wortmann  Engine 93
Robert A. Giddings Ladder 148 Carl J. Cuminale Engine 286 Kevin M. Zaneski Ladder 175
Darren R. Heal Ladder 84 John DeBenedittis Engine 289
Philip J. Hirt Engine 164 Joseph M. Duffy Haz-Mat 1
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