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Bronx Box 44-4841, 4055 White
Plains Road/East 229th Street, Oc-
tober 19, 2020. A long-established
cycle shop and small grocery store
were consumed by fire on the
night of October 19th in the Wake-
field section of the Upper Bronx.
At 2018 hours, a phone alarm was
received for a reported fire in a mo-
torcycle shop at 4055 White Plains
Road. On arrival, the All Hands was
transmitted for fire throughout a
75- by 100-foot bicycle shop. Mem-
bers made a push as truck mem-
bers opened the roof. An addition-
al engine and truck were called
for, followed by a second alarm at
2023 hours. Conditions continued
to deteriorate and at 2043 hours,
all members were ordered off the
roof. A third alarm was transmitted
as operations transitioned to de-
fensive mode. Flames extended to
a small, one-story grocery store on

East 228th Street. To prevent extension, hand-lines were stretched into exposure #3, a five-story, brick, occupied
multiple dwelling and to exposure #4, a three-story, brick, occupied multiple dwelling. Eventually, three tower lad-
ders, three hand-lines and two multiversals were used on the fire. A fourth alarm was transmitted at 2229 hours for
additional resources as members were switched out. The fire continued to be darkened down until the probably
will hold was transmitted at 2249 hours and under control transmitted at 0052 hours on October 20th. The bicycle
store and grocery were completely destroyed. All exposures were undamaged. No injuries were reported and the
cause has not been determined. Photo and copy by Bill Tompkins.
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Queens Box 10-80-8388, exit ramp of Horace Harding Parkway, July 8, 2020. A tractor/trailer overturned on the exit
ramp. Members extricated the driver. Haz-Mat 1 members drilled the tanks and offloaded approximately 200 gallons
of diesel. Photo by EMS Lieutenant Kyra Neeley King.

Staten Island Box 22-2778, 1228 Rockland Avenue/Slayton Avenue, September 8, 2020. Photo by Staten Island
Dispatcher Steve White, retired.
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Bronx Box 44-2994, 1959 Jerome Avenue, July 1, 2020. A quickly escalating fire damaged or destroyed three com-
mercial buildings on congested Jerome Avenue in the Bronx on July 1, 2020. Engine 75 arrived at 1959 Jerome
Avenue shortly after 2 a.m. to find heavy smoke venting from a two-story, 185- by 100-foot taxpayer, with an auto
repair shop on the first floor and a parking garage on the second. The All Hands was transmitted at 2:08 a.m. for
several cars burning in the parking garage. Access and visibility were limited as companies advanced several lines
to hit the flames. The fire continued to spread and at 2:19 a.m., a second alarm was transmitted. The flames soon
extended to the roof area and at 2:30 a.m., a third alarm was transmitted by Division 7. Conditions continued to
deteriorate and all members were ordered off the roof and the incident became a defensive operation. A Mayday
was sounded for a collapse of the rear wall, but that was quickly cleared. The fire spread to both the B and D expo-
sures, prompting a fourth alarm. Eventually, seven tower ladders were operating, as well as several multiversals.
Companies were able to work around the elevated subway tracks that ran in front of the fire building. The fire was
declared Probably Will Hold at 5:11 a.m. and placed Under Control at 11:46 a.m. Several units remained for a watch
line. No serious injuries were reported. Photo and copy by Bill Tompkins.

online at fdnypro.org | connect @fdnypro 37



38 WNYFFALL/2020



online at fdnypro.org | connect @fdnypro 39





