Held In Highest Respect

Dear Commissioner Spinnato,

Last Wednesday. 1 had the unfortunate expe-
rience of losing my car to an engine fire while
traveling on the Major Deegan in the Bronx. I'm
wriling to you to simply say Three Cheers to New
York’s Bravest who came to the rescue.

I am especially grateful to Lt. Hayes and the
firefighters of Eng. Co. 43 who responded to the
alarm, and to Capt. Perciavalle, who was most
hospitable to me while arranging for a tow.

I'd also like to express my appreciation to Lt.
Bill Graf and the firefighters of Ladder Co. 29,
who were relocated uptown for part of that day,
for all the help that they gave to me, and to Capt.
Earl Maloney and the men of Engine Co. 83 for
their concern as well.

As you can see, the list is long and my thanks
is full and plenty. I now have had a first-hand
look at the dedication of a New York City Fire-
fighter, and hold the entire Department in highest
respect.

Gratefully,

Rev. Joseph P LaMorte
Church of Blessed Sacrament
30 Manor Road

Staten Is., N.Y. 10310

Commended for Excellence
Dear Commissioner Spinnato,

On Saturday, June 25th, my 92 year old father-
in-law, who lives at 24-11 42nd St., Astoria. had
a fainting spell. We immediately requested help
from Engine Co.263.

The firemen who responded not only quickly
and efficiently administered oxygen and first aid,
but also called for an ambulance. They stayed
with us until the ambulance arrived to transport
my father-in-law to the hospital.

Your men were extremely courteous, very
sympathetic, and tremendously helpful.

We wish to thank them for their help, and feel
that they should be commended for their excellence
in efficiency and behavior.

Very sincerely,

Mrs. Daniel Antonelli
111 Hawthorne Ave.
Floral Pk., N.Y. 11001

Highly Commended
Dear Commissioner Spinnato,

On behalf of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBD), I would like to express our gratitude to
you and members of your Department: By way
of background. we had encountered a situation
in which this agency utilized the assistance of the
Office of the Chief Fire Marshal.

Chief John Regan directed Fire Marshals Donald
Clark and Gustave Logerfo, both of his office,
to respond on a special assignment with Special
Agents of this office. This operation was quite
successful and would not have been so without
the cooperation and assistance rendered by these
Marshals.

Both Fire Marshals Clark and Logerfo per-
formed in an exemplary manner and should be
highly commended for their actions.

Sincerely yours,

Kenneth P Walton

Dep. Ass’t Director,

in Charge. New York Office

An Exceptional Breed
Dear Commissioner Spinnato,

We, the members of the Charlotte Fire Depart-
ment’s Hazardous Materials Team, would like to
express our gratitude to the New York City Fire
Department, Lt. Calderone and the members of
Rescue Co. 4 for the hospitality shown to us on
July 15, 1983. During that day, we received inva-
luable information about equipment, strategy, and
procedures on dealing with hazardous materials.
It is reassuring to know that there is a source of
information and expertise available through your
Hazardous Materials Unit. The members of Rescue
Co. 4 are truly an exceptional breed, and working
with them was a pleasure as well as an educational
experience.

Please express our gratitude and thanks to Lt.
Calderone, and Fr. Tipping, Olive, Wagner.
Rintez, and Sebbesse.

Sincerely,

W.D. Summers, Batt. Chief
Fire Department

Charlotte, N.C. 28202

Highest Levels of Competence
Dear Commissioner Spinnato,

On June 26, 1983, my mother, Elizabeth
McGuinness, needed medical assistance. After
calling 911, members of your Department
responded immediately, especially Batt. Chief
Patrick Kilduff, Capt. James Finn, Fr. George
Miller, and the members of Ladder Co.137.

Upon arrival, these men displayed the highest
levels of competence and, indeed, are a credit to
their profession.

Please convey my family’s thanks to these fine
men for their response and care. I'm sure that
you are proud to have them in your Department.

Sincerely,

John McGuinness

130-16 Rockaway Bch. Blvd,
Belle Harbor, N.Y. 11694

Brave and Exemplary
Dear Commissioner Spinnato,

On Tuesday, August 16, 1983, PO. William
Gardner, 46th Pet.. attempted to arrest a male
who had just committed an armed robbery at a
gas station at 2318 Jerome Ave. The male fled
to 183rd Street and Jerome Ave. where he turned
on the officer (who was in civilian clothes) and
attempted to draw a revolver. The officer struggled
with the male in an attempt to gain custody, and
prevent him from firing the gun.

At this time. Fr. Robert Zahorodny, Richard
Dore, and Peter Cozeolino, from Engine Co. 75,
came to the assistance of PO. Gardner, and did
remove a cocked .22 revolver from the defendant.
These firemen then helped the officer gain control
of the prisoner, and helped handcuff him.

I wish to thank these firemen for their brave
and exemplary actions. They went well beyond
the call of duty by placing themselves in imminent
danger while assisting the officer who effected
the arrest. They not only ensured the safety of
the officer, but the public as well.

Very truly yours,
Andrew J. Dillon, Capt.
C.0., 46th Precinct
2120 Ryer Ave.

Bronx, N.Y. 10457

Performed Professionally
Dear Commissioner Spinnato,

I wish to commend Lt. Joseph Goodwin and
the members of Ladder Co. 83 for the manner in
which they performed their duties on the night
of Aug. 24. 1983. T wish to acknowledge that
off-duty Fr. Dennis Buckley (also of Ladder Co.
85) also assisted in the caring of an employee of
mine who was taken suddenly ill.

These men not only performed professionally,
but also with a great amount of compassion. Con-
gratulations to you and to all the members of the
New York City Fire Department.

Respectfully yours,

Joseph DeRenzo, Gen. Mgr.
La Tourette Golf Course
100 London Rd.

Staten Is.. N.Y. 10306

Another Job, Well Done!
Dear Commissioner Spinnato,

I would like to thank you and the Fire Depart-
ment, especially the officers and men of Salvage
Unit #1, for a professional job.

On Oct. 4, 1983, a flooding problem started
in our Bldg. #13. Water was rising rapidly, and
in fear of it coming in contact with our electrical
panels causing untold damage. I went to our local
Fire Station and asked for help. The Captain called
Salvage Unit # 1, and in a few minutes they were
there pumping out our basement. After four hours
of pumping, my men were able to open up the
sewer lines and relieve the problem that caused
the flooding.

The swiftness and professionalism of the
members of Salvage Unit #1 truly must have
saved the Housing Authority untold amounts of
monies. Please convey my thanks to them.

Very truly yours,
William N. Bosch. Supt.
N.Y. Housing Authority
Cypress Hills Houses
600 Euclid Ave.

Bklyn., N.Y. 11208

Professional Services Rendered
Dear Commissioner Spinnato,

As you may have witnessed, or learned from
other sources, The Great Irish Fair, held at Stee-
plechase Park, Coney Island, on September 10th
and 11th, 1983, was an enormous success for the
third year. More importantly. it served thousands
of people without a serious incident occurring.

In large part. its success can be attributed to
the fine preparatory and on-site operations of var-
ious city agencies including the New York City
Fire Department. I am writing to thank you for
your assistance and patience in planning the Fair.
I want to especially commend the cooperative
efforts and professional services rendered by the
entire staff of your Department. Their work spoke
well for your Department and the level of public
service in New York City today.

Thank you again for your cooperation, and for
the efforts of your staff.

Sincerely,

Howard Golden

Brooklyn Borough President
209 Joralemon St.
Brooklyn. N.Y. 11201

W.N.Y.Fel3
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