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. ardous materials. 7
The unit, Hazardous Materials Res-

companies throughout the city. The

hazards. There were 180 such incidents
in 1983. : ;

The unit grew out of a citywide pro-
gram that began in 1981 after a propane
truck overturned on the George Wash-
ington Bridge, threatening upper Man-
hattan and tying up traffic for hours.

That year the Fire Department pur-
chased special protective clothing, a
new truck and other equipment to help
react to such incidents and made Res-
cue Unit 4, also in Queens, responsible
for handling them.

But according to Deputy Fire Com- |

missioner Ronald Brown, Rescue 4 was

also a routine firefighting company and ||

the double duty became a burden.

Rescue 4’s equipment has been |

moved to the new unit on 68th Street in
Maspeth, Queens. New equipment, in-
cluding a computer that will allow fire-
fighters to identify hazards quickly,
has been purchased. =
The unit’s first call came Oct. 17,
when a one-gallon drum of hydrochio-

ric acid spilled on 42d Street in Astoria, | -

Queens. 4

Two members of the Department of |’

Environmental Protection’s Division
. of Hazardous Materials Control accom-

panied the unit, as a representative will |*
| do routinely. They oversaw the han-

dling and disposal of the dangerous

A Unit to Combat |
- Toxic Emergencies|
The New York éity Fire Depart'n;lent hE
has established a new unit that will re- |
spond to emergencies involving haz- _

cue Unit No. 1, will be based in Queens |/ *
and will draw its 35 members from s

unit will respond to toxic spills, gas b
leaks, chemical fires and other such |}

substances. The acid was neutralized
with soda ash. 1




