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there, and we were all wearing the same color made out of the same clo At the transverse that crosses the roadway, which has not collapsed
We only have a twelve-hundred-man police force in Port Authority,

we all wear shields, we all wear uniforms. We all had a job to do. W

I, we find a photographer who is lying on the ground. His leg is badly
red, and we tell him that we have to move him. Because he is un-
i the transverse he figures he is under cover, but we say, no, you aren’t
(it here. He insists that he wants to stay. He is in a lot of pain, but there
i o way to move him safely without hurting him. So we pick him up,
il carry him.

We put him inside of a deli right behind the World Financial Cen-
i, out of harm’s way, and tell him that somebody eventually will get to
. Somebody had apparently broken the deli’s window [and because]
iwre is so much debris and stuff in everyone’s eyes, they were taking

Firefighter Phil McArdle
Hazmal [Hazardous Materials] Unit 1S

M | get off carly because T am going to a meeting with Chief Fann
We are developing a new training program for hazmat, and so we are
ing to meet at the Rock [the training schools on Randall’s Island]. C viter out of the deli and just pouring it over their heads, and into their
Fanning worked in Engine 82 and Ladder 31 for a few years, and h (I8
well known in the job as an innovative fire officer. We return to where we had been at West Street and are starting
I am bringing a new system to show Fanning, and I am just go : irds the north tower when, suddenly, we look up and we see that the
onto the highway when I hear on the radio about the planes. So 1
out to Randall’s Island but miss Chief Fanning by about five minut
Fortunately, he leaves Jeff Polkowski behind for me, so Jeff and

some breathing apparatus in the suburban and also some Stokes

1d building is starting to come apart. It looks like sparkles—I guess
the reflection of the sunlight hitting the glass and metal that was
ng to come down.

I say to myself, Thank God this building is so tall. If it was lower to the
skids—transport [equipment] for the injured. We head down the I we would not have this time to run. 1 am not very fast, but T am at
Drive, go under Battery Park, and come up on West Street. Just as { [ast enough to beat this rubble pile.
pull out of the tunnel we see a whole bunch of people running tow We run across the street back towards the World Financial Center
us and can't figure out why. Jeff stops the suburban because he doe .
wint ta run anyone over. We don’t see it at first, but the building,

sotth tower, is actually coming down. Steel and debris from the bu

il pet to those big floor-level windows. Luckily for us the glass had
¢in knocked out when the first building came down, so we [were able
mp into the [lobby] and hide behind a large column just in the in-
g now covers the car and showers us with debris. We can hear . But with all the windows out, it is like a large, open garage space.
sy of the people hitting the pavement.,

It sewins like o clear path for the people rumning south on
Steeet, bt then all the debris comes down, and visibility is [near] %
Ioean lge the sound of people running into parked cars and into
SEPLRC TR,
_ Wilk mx_zm to meet Jock Fanning at the command post, and ne
bt him,
...E.ﬁ_x;_::_ _.:,ﬂ_.:l nrc_.c m: the middle of n_F. .,,2.2,9

ien, hiding behind this column, my arms crossed like a mummy, I be-
1t to feel the power of all the debris and rubble rushing past. And there
{8 o preat deafening noise. It feels like the world is falling apart. If you've
#ver been at a demolition site, where you hear a building coming down,
I you magnify that by a hundred or a thousand, it might have given you

oo idea [of the sound].

S0 1 stay pressed against the column, and firse [ feel a positive wave

il energy go by, and then a negative pressure because it is creating o

i, and 1 am hoping that it doesn’t suck me out. And then I can's
Iotry o put my sk on, and then there s a tremosnilouy
munnt of hieat, but it only lasts for a minute before everyehing o
lack. | don't know how long this Iackness Lasts, 1Cis very hagd tis keep
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track of time, to keep track of everything. I know that | have to and each starts at one point and works its way around the
member my bearings, which way was the back of the building. I d : imeter searching for radiation, nerve, and blister agents. We don’t
‘wint to get disoriented and not know where 1 am. I know | have ti ¥ about incendiary devices, just the chemical agents and radiation,
head in the direction of the river, because that is the way to safety, we aren’t worried about the biologicals at this point.

All the time T am hoping that this will end. And then, after a
minutes, the noise stops just as suddenly, and I think then that I migl
be okay. We are still alive, anyway, and Polkowski and I begin to cras
out the back of the building, for it is now filled with debris all over, ut

we can’t see for two feet. I never thought about myself. I never thou

[After completing the sweep| we want to at least tell somebody who
i i charge that radiation and chemical agents aren’t a problem. At some
piiit, somebody is going to ask that question.

Alterward, there is plenty to do. Because I had [been involved with
lis type of | work in Oklahoma City, I know what had to be done with
# bucket brigades. I help a few of these guys get in line and show
g1t how to take all the big pieces of metal that could be moved and
it (o put them in piles. Then we [begin to gather] all of the soft stuff
it live-gallon pails. Once it is searched, we dump it in one pile. Then

about ray family. It was really odd. I just kept saying, “Jeff, come on,
gotta get in there. Our guys are in there, and we gotta get to them.”

We try to find people in the department, at least moamvcn_%
charge, and the first person that we see is Chief Cruthers. He lo
pretty stunned, and is trying to get everybody to regroup north of Ve
Street. He says, “If you find anybody, send them up this way.” So we
gin running into people. It is strange: I always used to say to peoy;
“How you doing?” But now people are saying, “It’s nice to see you

We start to set up different piles for metal, soft debris, concrete, and re-
i, We make a number of inroads into the site doing this, and we con-
fiie 1o make these piles until after midnight.

Iuring this time I begin to think about my experiences in Okla-
ining City, There was a team from New York, [including] Ray Downey
il Jack Fanning, who went out there for six days. Here at the World

L}

good to see you.” I guess they are saying that because we are not see
anybody alive. Usually we find [survivors] in collapses. But here, it is ju

nice to see someone, because you know that person is alive, diwde Center, the intense heat from the firey is still below us, Oklahoma

There is so much debris, just so much. It is almost impossible L ity has 13 floors; here we're talking 110 floors. T'he compression differ-
comprehend. I don’t know in a situation like this what’s right or wha e between the two is so tremendous. At Oklahoma City we had large
wrong. Do we start digging immediately, or do we try and get eve
body together and regroup because we still have a fire situation? W ha!
in command? What do they want us to do? What do they want us to d
first? What are the best things to do? I don’t think anybody knows, real

We search a few of the vehicles on West Strect, right near the pedes

thiinks of concrete, steel, and debris; at the World Trade Center, it is
~ piulverized concrete, a very fine powder. We are not moving large
ihiunks of concrete, but very, very small picces. This, in some respects,
tnilies some of the searching easier, but it also tells us what we are go-
lilgg to find when we start to find bodics.

All this time I want to call my wife. It took me about five hours to
il o landline. She was fine, she said, up until the point where people
aturted calling her and saying, “Did you hear from Phil?” I had two

trian overpass, the first one that collapsed, to sce if there are any peop
trapped.Then, also, we search the rigs to grab some forcible-entry tool:
Everyone is doing that——cops and EMS people are grabbing Stokes bay
kets, first aid kits. We throw everything into a Stokes and just yank it ou
of the rubble so that we could set it up somewhere to be available.
We then start to regroup, and one of the first things that I want
do is a survey of the area, for radiation, and for some of the hazards tha
we all trained for, the weapons of terrorism-—sccondary devices an
secondary agents. Our job in hazardous materials is “force protection
to make sure it’s safe for our operating force at the site from an env .
ronmental point of view. It is a paramount concern. We set up twi . fuit there is so much debris that it really doesn’t do much good.

Birothers who were at the site, too. One’s a police office, an emergency
service unit lieutenant, and the other’s i fireman in one of the volunteer
iotmypanies that responded to the site. She hadn’t heard anything from
inyone, and so that relieved her to hear from me.

: At 12:30 A.M. T am told that I am (o leave the site and report back
e next day at 9 o’clock. I now go to one of the eyewash stations be-
 fause my left eye is extremely irritated. They wash it out fourteen times,
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I leave the site and return to the firehouse. But my eye begins to
hurt even more, so I go to Elmhurst Hospital, where they put a catheter
in it and rinse it out until 2:30 in the morning, trian walk at Liberty Street.

We are missing nineteen men in my firehouse. This has taught me : I'see a couple of guys setting up a command post there. There were
and I think it’s taught a lot of the guys, how fragile life is. After this is i thive chiefs. T looked up at the burning building, and I said, you know,
over, I will spend more time with my kids and my family. Also, here in thiv is ridiculous, of course they need me. I went back to get my gear.
our department and in my firchouse, in spite of everything that we are When T get to the rig, about half a block down West Street, the build-

suffering, I think today a lot of the guys are closer because of it. e Ing; came down. It is the most amazing thing I have ever seen in my life.
We don’t really have time now not to be strong. We have to b - At first T look up and I hear a boom and a

strong for the people who survived, and we have to be strong for the = teally describe it. And it starts to bellow out. It lo
victims' familics. When all of this [happened] I started to get a lot o like one of those fireworks fountains. | said, boy,
e=mail because T teach on the outside. Somebody would send me some-
thing; 1'd answer, “Thanks,” and move on to the next one. One word wa
all I had time for. Finally I sat down and composed a letter, which I sen
to everybody asking them please not to write me, call me, or anythi
because I have to stay strong for the families. We have nineteen famil
to deal with. That is what is important. With all of this stuff that peop,
were sending me, I was afraid that I was going to crack. W

bunch up. T don’t want to get blocked in, in case they didn’t want me. [
fart walking up West Street until | get under the overpass, the pedes-

strange noise. I can’t
oked like a fountain,
that really looks pretty,
Al 1 must be back at the firehouse sleeping. This can’t be happening, it
Jist happened so fast. And then I suddenly realize that I am not in the
firehouse, that I am here, and I am not far enough away from this thing.
Chicfs and their aides don’t normally hold hands, but I grabbed
Klivie'y hand, and we have never held hands better, We hold each other,
il then we get engulfed in that cloud right away. And we don’t know
wlhiat it is. Tt is such a weird color, and we don’t know if it is going to
Might up or not. It is very hot.

We are in front of 9o West Street, just across the street from the
iith tower, and we really try to outrun it, but the cloud hits us so fast
that we cannot run anymore. And I am thinking, Firemen don’t run in
hteieeicies. So we start crawling, me and Steve, as fast as we can.

I am now doing the Hail Marys. I have done a few through the
Wi, but now, between this and the Waldbaum’s fire I was in, I thought
wally had it all when it came to being next to death. As we are crawl-
1l trying to work our way south, we find a wall along the street, fol-
i it in the dark, and eventually work our way into a store that is open.

Battalion Chief Tom Vallebuona
Fallation 21

M We are nt o false alarm, and 2 firefighter receives a cell call from hi
wite about o plane hitting the WTC. I got out the binoculars and
weie that the north tower had been hit. We are near the quarter of M
Fine o, and we had o pretty good view of the twin towers from this pa
of Staten Iedanied. The fire didn’t look that bad. We can put this [out],
thenghie, The nest o i 1 know a plane is flying almost over our he
and goes avroms the harbor and into the other tower,

The dispateher srdered me to Brooklyn, and when I got there, | w
told o take snsther vilel inco the city. We loaded up the rig witl :
bunch of air ettt M we were feaving, the Brooklyn dispa
sald please comis bk tyou cin ' They did not have any chiefs in Bron
Iyn, [and 1 ~,_.Es.%m“r it they don't need me [t the WTCT T will ee
vonte hack,

_.._.2”,_4 mﬁr

ire some civilians there, and other people are coming in. It is phe-
i Just how dark it is, how little I can see of anything. You know
i ol saying-—I could not see my hand in front of my face, because of
s smoke condition. And this is at 10 o'clock in the morning of a ¢legr
g Tiagine, And breathing this st is like cating it,

Whei it starts to lif, afier about twenty minutes, we £0 back o thie
L grab iy sk and give Stevie his mask, and say, *“Pu this an, i
ty g :
Then | saw Chief Frank Cruthers and went (o

Strent becange | Gl see the rigy are starting




