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Name PDA1ip 'H¥ McArdle P ! 'Rankarade EFS Lt . Uit Haz-Mat 1

Services Accepted éy Deputy Chlef Nev:Llle ‘Bth D:LVJ.SlOﬂ

0015 hrs - 0910 hos.

Box N:?_:"'41'48 2 Date 5/20/91 Tlme
% .:‘ ' 2 P - b s # o e g, ‘ . w220 k Fire | m
P 2918 Bruckner'Blvd. Bron - Emergency [
Time: - Reported_ 0015 hrs - . . Relieveq~ 0910 hrise '_‘..TOtaI 8 ns L
Type of uty Prformed: SEE_BACK
, Supervised by:  Name_JOhn Fatta . RankCaPtELN UnitHaz-Mat 1°

Respectfully subn;iltéd

D

Rank// ‘_. PLEM B Basf s GIO?JDNU.

Forwarded to Officer Who Accepted Services

TO BE' FILLED IN BY OFFICER WHO ACCEPTED SERVICES OF MEMBER

Tlme of Acceptance

Fite Conditions at Time and Reason for Acceptance

RECOMMENDATION: Award ‘ Filing

Date '

Name

Completed Form to be Forwarded to- _
~ Bureau of Personne| & Adminislrat_ion Rank o Unit -

T —



On Sunday May 19 at approximately 2345 hrs. Firefighter Philip H.
McArdle of Hazardous Materials Company #1 heard a large number of fire
apparatus sirens passing his house. Realizing that this was no ordinary
response Firefighter McArdle called the quarters of Haz-Mat 1 and spoke
to Firefighter John Hack who was on house watch:; at this time Firefighter
Hack informed Firefighter McArdle that a Third Alarm was transmitted

and the address was in the area of Tremont Ave. and Bruckner Blvd.
Firefighter McArdle's in-laws lived nearby and he decided to check on

them; so he proceeded to the scene of the third alarm.

- Upon his arrival at the scene a brief conversation occurred with
Chief Feehan and the Chief was informed by Firefighter McArdle that
Hazardous Materials Company #1 was still in quarters and not responding
to the scene. Firefighter McArdle was directed by Chief Feehan to inform
Field Comm. to have Haz-Mat 1 to respond. Having done that and knowing
that the vehicle would have to be off loaded Firefighter McArdle was
directed to notify Island Transport to have a vehicle respond for off 3
loading purposes. Firefighter McArdle then proceeded back to the fire area.

At the fire area Firefighter McArdle provided fechnical assistance
to operating personnel (particularly 13 David & the Safety Operating
Battalion) at the scene until the arrival of Haz-mat. "

Firefighter McArdle assisted Haz Mat 1 upon their arrival and
provided assistance as needed to other units during this long operation.
Some of the work included: getting an additional Hurst tool cutter for
Rescue 3 when their blade broke during the extrication of the victims -
assisting Haz Mat 1 set-up the transfer'pumps and grounding of the
vehicles - assisted the Tactical Support Unit when taking up their
equipment - setting up the cables around the chassis for the wreckers to
remove the gasoline truck

Firefighter McArdle worked at the scene for almost 7 hours
without relief and for his efforts | respectfully request he be considered
for a voluntary duty Service "B, |
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EPORT - OF UNIT. CITATION

T —he O .

June 1071991

Date 5

Special Operations Comméng

Unit : Battalion e l?lvnsnon‘ B i ;
4146 Bronx .5/20/91 0056 hrs.
Box Borough . Date Time
0056. - 0830 hrs 9/20/91 -
Time of Act Date
MEMBERS RESPONDING ;
RANK NAME UNIT ASSIGNED UNIT
Captain John Fatta Haz-Mat 1 Same ;
Firefighter Sean Cotter " " i i
' Joseph Tovino " " "
Timothy Regan S "
Natale Russo "M " :
John Olewnicki ' e £ ﬁ
John Hack " " = 1
Philip McArdle i e " a9
James Finnel « " Ladder 136

ARE ANY OF THESE MEMBERS BEING RECOMMENDED INDIVIDUALLY FOR MERITORIOUS ACT |

THIS FIRE? Yes (1f

Firefighter Philip McArdile

ves — list names)

LOCAT[ON OF UNIT OPERATIONS:
2) If in building: Address 2918 Bruckner Blvd.

(Voluntary Duty)

N CONNECTION WITH

‘Heighe_1 Story Area_40'X ‘;LQO’Conscruccion '!axp,"—]ynr
Occupancy Retail Stores Number of apartments in building N/A
) Floor(s) N/a Rdom N/A

- PERSON (S) AIDED:

NAME

ADDRESS

AGE — SEX

. RESCUE BREATHING

EXTERNAL CARDIAC MASSAGE

- -RESUSCITATOR.APPLIED

HOSPITALIZED

NAME OF HOSPITAL

DIAGNOSIS

LENGTH oF HOSPITALIZATION
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DESCRIPTION OF UNIT OPERATION: (page 2)

At Approximately 0056 hrs. Hééardous Materials Company #1
responded to Bronx Box 4148 to assist operating forces at a major vehicle

.accident & Third Alarm Fire(Figure 1). Upon their arrival the Haz-Mat
_|i Officer (Capt. John Fatta) and the Entry Team (Firefighters Sean Cotter &
|- Joseph lovino)reported into the command post. A size-up briefing was
conducted by several Chief Officers (Acting Chief of Dept. Feehan, Asst,

Chief Nastro, Dep. Asst. Chief Felleni, Deputy Chief Neville 6th Division,
Safety Operating Battalion Chief McDonald). Capt. Fatta & the Entry Team

| (Firefighters Sean Cotter & Joseph lovino) along with Firefighter McArdle
.| made a reconnaissance and reported the following information back to the
'\|: command post. The Truck was an Island Transportation MC308 ; D

compartment, 4,000 gal. gasoline truck fully loaded(Figure 2-4). Gasoline
was continuing to flow out of the numbers 1 and 4 compartments
hindering the body removal operations of the passenger vehicle (four
10-45 Code #1). The product flow would have to be stopped before any
additional search & rescue Operations continued. This operation was
further hampered by the fact that the truck was on it's side in the building -
and the roof was resting on the cab of the truck.

The Entry Team (Firefighters Sean Cotter & Joseph lovino) &
Back-up Team (Firefighters Natale Russo & John Olewnicki) under the

‘protection of hose lines approached the still burning vehicle and were

+ | sUccessful in placing dome clamps on all of the dome assemblies(Figure

2-2); this two-fold action reduced the flow to minute amounts and made
it possible for extinguishment and protected the covers from accidentally

shutting off the MC 306 which was still running; this was difficult to
accomplish because access to the fuel cut-off valve was impossible. It

was decided to smother the engine so a pillow was placed in the exhaust

and the engine stalled. At this point the first four victims were going to
be removed from the car. From the start to the finish of the body removal

o The Entry (Firefighters Sean Cotter & Joseph lovino) & Back-up Team

(Firefighters Natale Russo & John Olewnicki) monitored the area with
explosive meters to make sure it was safe for operating personnel during
this difficult task. During the extrication, Rescue 3's Hurst Tool Cutter
blade broke, Fr. McArdle who was acting as a runner for equipment
removed the Haz-Mat cutter and set it up for Rescue 3 to continue

Operations. The Decon Team (Firefighters Timothy Regan & James_ Finnel

E-324) knowing that transfer operations would be conducted shortly;
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DESCRIPTION OF UNIT OPERATION: (page 3)

" When the Transfer truck arrived they had no equipment to off -
“load the product; the Decon Team (Firefighters Timothy Regan & James
|, Finnel E-324) anticipated this and had brought the necessary

T equipment(Haszat’s Wei‘doqipfflqadin‘g pump and related accessories) to

the scene earlier. Capt. Fatta had the transfer vehicle positioned in the
proper position for transfer, Firefighter McArdle and the Decon Team
(Firefighters Timothy Regan & James Finnel E-324) began grounding
operations (Figure 2-3). After grounding was completed all the -

- connections of hoses and pumps were assembled by the Entry Team to
«+i| - begin product transfer. The Back-up Team assembled the ajr supply and

then continued monitoring the area with gx-4000 meters. At this point
Pproduct transfer was started. _
| - Capt. Fatta and Firefighter McArdle had both done a damage and

risk assessment of the container and determined that the container's

emergency shutoffs were badly damaged, the container was still firmly
|- fastened to the chassis, compartments#1-#3-#4 domes were leaking ‘

" slightly and the fill pipes that were going to be used would only allow for
* approximately 1/2 of. each container to be off loaded through the closed

g system (Figure 2-1). The rest would have to be off loaded through the the

dome covers. Since this would be a calctilated risk, rescueco's3 & 4

‘| manned foam hose lines and laid a blanket of foam and evacuation routes

away from the trailer were given to each member by Capt. Fatta.

Off loading operations moved at a smooth pace and several
times during the transfer operation the foam blanket had to be added to.
The transfer operation was successful even though it was conducted under
difficult circumstances ( the stability of the structure as well as the
vehicle, many ignition sources were still present eg. several small fires
continued to burn, running engines of emergency equipment, exposed
~ electrical wires from damaged traffic signals etc...). approximately 2,200

| gallons were off loaded and placed in the transfer vehicle.

With the gasoline out of the way the Entry Team & the Back up
- under the direction of Capt. Fatta foamed each compartment. Capt. Fatta
then directed the Haz-Mat members to remove all transfer equipment and

. setup for the removal from the store and the uprighting of the tank truck.

_ The vehicle's chassis was chained in several places by Firefighter McArdle
- and was towed from the store by sanitation wrecker. The Entry Team &

- Safety Team now used the air bags to lift the vehicle so the Decon Team
could get the chains around the vehicle to lift it with the sanitation N

- wreckers. Work was completed at about 0830 hrs.
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PESCRIPTION OF UNIT OPERATION: (page 5) L ) ;

2,200 gallons offloaded most through
dome covers

Air Supply
to operate pump

Transfer pump
& hoses

donger . )

Ve ¥ ol

Grounding connections

&sequence  Foune 2-7 :

Fr bl o DOME COVER CLAMPS
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MC306 5 compartment 4,000 gallon gasoline tanker

' Thé'mémbers"_o'f Hazardous Materials Company 1 ‘worked without’
relief for over 8 hours under very difficult and complicated circumstances '
using their knowledge and skill to remove a heated volatile fuel and
remove & upright a vehicle. For their teamwork and dedication in making
this complex operation run extremely well | respectfully request they be
| considered for a unit citation, |
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FIRE DEPARTMENT e CITY OF NEW YORK X
UNIFORMED
Supplement to Department Order No. 154 + Issue No. 125 FORCE

mrb
i ! Seiry or G

December 10, 1991 /1 & S -

2.1.1 BOARD OF MERIT
The following information records the action of the Board of Merit at a meeting held November [8. 199]-
APPROVED
Date of Act Date of Act MERITORIOUS ACTS
1991 MERIT RATING CLASS | 1991 CERTIFICATE OF MERIT
May 14 FF Patrick Barr, L. 45 June 4 FF Paul A. Stein, . 293
14 FF. Kevin F. Shea, R. 1 5 FF. Michael G. Woods, E. 96
7 FF. Daniel C. Marzano, E. 321
Date of Act 7 FF. Thomas McKeon, L. 120
1991 MERIT RATING CLASS III 14 FF. Richard Pandolf, L. 130
June 16 Lt James Munday, L. 122 20 FF. Kevin Charkowick, L. 175
. 20  FF. William Steinbuch, E. 310
July 11 FF. Daniel Growe, L. 19 22 FF. Patrick Murphy, L. 34
Aug. 13 Lt. John Tell, E. 220 Juy 1 FF Ronald J. Parker. E. 283
Date of Act 1 FE Christopher G. Romeo, L. 110
1991 SERVICE RATING “A" 18 Lt Richard F. Bruno, B. 52

25  FF. Richard Kotula, E. 278

25 Lt James L. Morandi, L. 156
25 FF Paul W. Sarubbi. E. 211
26  FF. Robert A. Bryant, E. 39
28  FF. Michael Vecchione, L. 137

Aug. 11 FF Robert J. Isabelle, E. 60
11 FE Joseph O'Brien, L. 101

July 5 FF John Mark Sarspa, L. 61
12 Lt. Walter J. Werner. L. 151
21 Lt James Amato, B. 58
21 FF. Joseph Borst, L. 111
21 FF. Michael Donovan, L. 111

Sept. 8 FF Frank Esposito, E. 164

Date of Act ' 11 FF. William Rogers, L. 118
1991 SERVICE RATING “B” 12 FF. Christopher A. Geissfer L. 79
12 FF. Joseph Hodges, L. &
Jan. 19 Lt John G. Scasny. E. 9 12 FF. Donald Ruland, E_ 157
Feb. 13 FF John Hagemann, L. 147
Date of Act
Mar 4 FF James Maben, L. 156 1991 FILED
Apr. 19 FF. Thomas J. Mazaras, L. 157 May 14 Lt John P Papa, E. 8
May 14 FF. Raymond McCormack, L. 24 June 17 FF. Edward Alfarano, L. 58

17 FF. Paul Somin, L. 58
29 FF Michael S. Kaner, L. 146
29  FF. Daniel O'Callaghan, L. 165

July 12 FF. Peter Nelson, L. 151

June 21 FF. Brian C. Smith, L. 38
28  Capt. John Acerno, L. 134

July 5 FF Stephen P. McGee, E. 66
3 FF. Christopher Rigoli, L. 123

8 FF Anthony Rocco, E. 255 Aug. 17 FF. Stephen Grabber, E. 252
11 FF. Donald P. Meeg, E. 228 17 FF. John P. O'Connell, R. 3
Aug. 2 FF Martin C. O'Neill, E. 53 Date of Act VOLUNTARY DUTY
5 FF John MCCann. L. 26 %% 1991 SERV'CE RATIHG ugr Y?Q
10 FF. Jonathan Coleman. L. 118 .
2 FE James Mariin g. L. 101 May 20 FF Philip H. McArdle, H/M 1 B
17 Lt. Allen W. Williams, E. 249 June 21 FF Joseph J. Gagliardi, L. 114

18  Lt. Robert Winkler, B. 12 Jly 5 FF Roy Men diza, L 123
Sept. 6 Lt Frederic G. Atkin, E. 231 5 FF. Patrick Tansey, L. 123




