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extinguish a fire, when burning gasoline is entering a sewer or 
storm drain system, the best course of action is usually to let the fire 
bum. If a significant volume of gasoline enters such a system, par­
ticularly in a populated area, it will most likely find an igni1ion 
source, and fire will occur wherever vapors are within their flam­
mable range. When gasoline in the system does begin to bum, the 
results can be catastrophic. This fire can occur far "downstream" of 
the initial incident, resulting in fire throughout a long segment of 
tunnels and pipes, which will vent out to the streets above. 

LEARNING FROM PREVIOUS INCIDENTS 
Several previous experiences with burning gasoline tanks rein­

forced the !C's decision to allow the fire to bum at this incidenl. 
Two of these incidents had occurred in the Throgs Neck section of 
the Bronx two years earlier. In one incident, a 4,000-gallon sJeel ; 
tanker hit a car and then crashed into a row of stores. In this 1 

instance, though constructed of steel, the tank breached, sending 1 

burning gasoline cascading down the street and into the sewer sys· ! 
tern. The IC initially ordered that foam be used to extinguish the 
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urning tanker. However, because there was no way to stop i 
flow of product, unignited raw gasoline continued to flow. A s~ort l 
· b rng I 

time ~lapsed be~ore the unburned gasoline contacte_d the u~ons 1 
gasoline already m the sewer. This led to two successive explos, 1· 

that rocked the neighborhood. At this point, it was decided that 
the 

tanker fire should be allowed to bum while the fires in the stores , 
were • · ker were 1 extmgu,shed and those exposures around the tan 1 

hosed down by tower ladders and handlines. I 
I 
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(Top left) The need to protect possible exposures is a consideration the lttddetit comlllClllder 1111st illducle it devisitg a strategy to deal witft IIIY it<iclett. At this fully 
involved gasoline tanker fire, firefighters Initially attempted to apply water to the underside of tbt ovtrpctss, to preveat tbt ittt1St heat fr011 wealeaing the I-beams 
and causing spalUng of the concrete. While protection of an exposwe ordinardy wOllld bt staadard operatitg procedure, it tliis iastCIIK8 it was abandoned, because the 
Intense heat overcame the coohng effect from the hondlines. As a result, the ovwpass was dosed for several weeks for recoas11'11ctioL (Plioto by Steve Silverman.) 
(Top right) A foamhne stands stretched, charged, and ready to operate if necessary. In such instC11Ces, tbt K ..st detet'llite nit is to bt gailted by extinguishing the 
fire and then possibly having several thousand gallons of highly flammable Did volatile gasolile ill a container tNt is completely neltss. The retained heat from the 
tanker Itself also presents a reignition source. Due to the CIIIIOUllts preset1t, some uaburntd gasoiat wl almost certaWy Row out of the damaged tanker. Note the use 
of the concrete divider as a point frOII which to operate behind, sltielcing tlte aonlt tea frOII INd of tbt raclattd lieat. (Photo by Steve Sherman.) (Bottom left) Gaso· 
hne escaping from the tanker Is alowed to burn harmlessly aloag the roadway, ill a s011twltat c01troltd fire. If extitgwiSHCI, gaso&ne wil stdl continue to flow, pas· 
sibly finding an ignition source with catastrophk consequences. (Photo by Steve Silver-.) (lottOII right) Due to tbt 11twe of the exposures at this fire, exposure 
protection was a 1ecessity. The steel gasoUne tallker hit a car and thttl uaslted itto a row of stores; ovwtvrlltd; aacl spilled its load, Igniting a mojor fire. Respanding 
companies were faced with trapped and Injured occupants, a large struchrral fire II adcltloa to t• bwllillg taalter, 1111d buntilg gasoline flowing down the street and 
Igniting cars parked along the block. (Photo courtesy of John Suadstro-. FDNY Photo Ullit.) 
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